Building Up Again
Those Things Which Are Destroyed
In the book of Galatians, Paul answered the Judaizing teachers of his day who were demanding that the Old Law be observed in order to be saved. In Galatians 2:11-21, Paul rebuked Peter for his hypocrisy related to the Judaizing teachers. Peter had rightly associated with the Gentiles and ate with them on one occasion, but later wrongfully withdrew himself from them when some Jews came to town. Peter acted like he did not want to be with the Gentiles when he was in the presence of these Jews. Paul resisted Peter concerning this matter and charged Peter with not walking uprightly according to the truth. One important point that Paul made to Peter is found in Galatians 2:18. Paul wrote: “If I build up again those things which I destroyed, I prove myself a transgressor.” Paul was saying that if he had acted hypocritically like Peter did, then he would be building up again the wall of separation between Jews and Gentiles that had been destroyed in Christ. And, if he did this, it would be a transgression (sin) to do so. Peter acted hypocritically and stood condemned for his behaviour. Why? He built up again what God wanted destroyed. Let us take a closer look at this spiritual principal and what it means for us today.
Those Things Which Are Destroyed

Peter destroyed the Old Law on Pentecost and afterward when he preached the gospel of the resurrected Christ (Acts 2-5). Peter once again destroyed the Old Law in the home of Cornelius when he preached faith in Jesus Christ and remission of sins (Acts 10: 1 – 11:18). Peter destroyed the Old Law again in Jerusalem when he answered the Judaizing teachers who were binding circumcision as a condition of salvation (Acts 15:6-11). Later, after all this, Peter acted hypocritically and built up again the Old Law which he had destroyed years earlier (Gal. 2:12).
Today, there are a number of things that have been destroyed in the life of a Christian. For example, the Old Law has been destroyed and it is no longer a binding covenant for the Christian (Eph. 2:14; Col. 2:14). Other things contrary to Christ like sins, philosophies, errors, plans of men, etc., have been destroyed through the teaching of the gospel (2 Cor. 10:4-5).
The question that remains is this: Are we building up again those things which are destroyed? For example, denominationalism was once destroyed in the early 1800’s by restorationists who sought to be New Testament Christians. However, some among brethren today are building up again those things which are destroyed and are rebuilding denominational structures contrary to the teaching of Ephesians 4:4-6. Some among Churches of Christ are rebuilding denominational practices like instrumental music, the Lord’s Supper on a weekday, the observance of Easter and Christmas as a religious holiday, etc. Others among Churches of Christ are rebuilding denominational errors like Calvinism, premillennialism, pentecostalism, etc.
Worldly ways are also destroyed when a person becomes a Christian, but some are rebuilding those worldly ways later in life (Gal. 5:19-22; Eph. 4:17 – 5:5; Col. 3:5-9). Division is destroyed when a person becomes a Christian, but some are rebuilding that division later in life (Phil. 2:2-3; 4:2-3). Putting self first is destroyed when a person becomes a Christian, but some Christians are rebuilding that selfishness later in life (3 Jn. 9; Rev. 2:4; 3:16). Are you one of those Christians who is “building again those things which are destroyed”?
Do Not Build Again the Destroyed of God

Friend, let me encourage you to leave destroyed those things that God wants destroyed. Do not resurrect and rebuild them in your life! They will do you no good. Leave them dead and destroyed! Denominationalism, worldliness and other sins that are to be destroyed in your life should stay destroyed. First, do not let the pressures of the world cause you to rebuild the destroyed of God (Gal. 2:11-14). Peter gave into the peer pressure around him which caused him to build up again the wall between the Jew and Gentile. He feared “them of the circumcision” and acted hypocritically. Don’t fear what the world thinks or says, just please God. Second, remember it is a sin to rebuild the destroyed of God (Gal. 2:18). One is a “transgressor” who rebuilds the destroyed of God. Peter “stood condemned” and he “walked not uprightly according to the truth.” Christians today who build up again that which is destroyed of God also sin. Finally, focus on being right with God and serving Christ. Paul wrote at the end of his message to Peter: “it is no longer I that live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). When a Christian focuses on pleasing God (Gal. 1:10), lets Christ live in him (Gal. 2:20), and glories in the cross of Christ (Gal. 6:14), he will not fear the world around him and he will not build up again those things which are destroyed.
